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Your Captions Are The Most Read Copy In The Book.
Make Them Count.
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(aptions are . They are not an

* People may not read your
copy on every spread right
away, but they will read
captions.

* Captions will tell readers
today, and remind them in 20
years, who is in each photo
and what happened.

Photo by Caden Rainwater
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The to Write a Caption

*
’

» Take engaging, candid
photos that have a story to
tell and make people want

to read.

 Lame, posed photos will
lead to lame captions.




It's as Easy as

ATTENTION
GETTER

An attention getter (A) is like a Basic information (B) is a

mini headline. i's a direct link presenit-tense sentence telling

from the caption to the photo it who is in the photo (name up to

is describing. seven people) and what he or
they are doing.

COMPLIMENTARY DIRECT
INFO QUOTE

A Direct quote (D) should be a
unique quote from someone in the
photo discussing an aspect of the
event in the photo. This should not

be a fact. Get quotable quotes.
How did the person FEEL?




let’s Break 1t Down
ATTENTION GETTER

» Two or three-word mini headline.

* Helps viewer get caption/photo
connection.

* Uses colorful/lively action verbs.




Let’s Break it Down

BASIC INFORMATION

* First line: complete sentence, present
tense and active voice.

* Identifies who and what is happening
in the photo without stating obvious.




Let’s Break it Down

BASIC INFORMATION

» Identify all people (up to seven, and then just
the main participants).

* Use title or grade and first and last name.

» List from left to right, but don't write that as
a part of the caption.

» Try to avoid beginning with person’s name or
title, “during,” “

pictured above."




Let’s Break it Down

COMPLEMENTARY INFO

» Second line: complete sentence In
past tense.

* Provides background information that
can't be seen. (What happened before
or after?)

* This 1s why note taking is essential.
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Let’s Break it Down

COMPLEMENTARY INFO

*In sports, tells the result of the game
or play, and names of key opposing
players.

* For example, take a photo of the
scoreboard after a big play to record
time of event.




Let’s Break it Down

DIRECT QUOTE

* “Get a quote from someone in the photo discussing
the event in the photo,” journalism teacher Sam
Stevens said. “The quote should help tell the story
of what happened, not just restate facts. Providing
emotion and opinion is encouraged.”

« Attribution should always be after first sentence of
the quote In this order: “Quote,” title name said.
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CAPTIONS: Let's Break 1t Down

PRESSURE At the game against Keller
e Central Nov. 3, wide receiver senior
'S Jacob Martinez, #12. runs away from the
- "4 tackle made by defensive end senior
Austin Gaither, #18. The team lost 28-34.
“There’s so many feelings that rush
S through my head when | play honestly,”
A © - Martinez said_“I leamed to control the
% _ emotions of the game and tune them
AR out when | had to so we could meet

our goals as a team.” Photo by Ashley
Harrison
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Let’s Break it Down

Flipping C & D

* [t Is common today to see the complimentary
information follow the direct quote.

* Direct quotes often elaborate on the action described
in Step B (Basic Information), so it makes sense to
end with Step C (Complimentary Information).
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Let’s Break it Down

HANDS ON With the Oak Ridge
receiver running to gain yards, senior
Henry Johnson goes for the tackle.
“The energy I give in practice and
games is motivating and helps [with]
team spirit,” Johnson said. The team
beat Oak Ridge, 20-7. NO ENTRY
On a short pass play, senior Zachary
Huddleston blocks a rusher. “Football
[is] all I've really done in high school.
It']l be hard to walk off the campus
after that last bell rings and [I] don't
have practice,” Huddleston said. The
team beat Edgewater, 44-0.

apulous Photos

Boone High School, Orlando, Florida



GOOD VIBES
During the halftime show of both the “Pink
Out” game and “Middle School Night,” senior
Annessa Hernandez plays “l Want You Back”
by the Jackson 5 on the vibraphone. “None

of the middle schoolers were in the pit, so |
couldn’t really associate with them,” she said.
“l was sad because it would’ve been cool for
them to experience it. Whether it's ‘Pink Out’
or ‘Senior Night,” being able to perform every
Friday night, doing what | love, with people |
love is amazing.” The band played “l Want You
Back” and “Shout It Out” from the movie “The
Drumline” with the Ross and MacArthur bands.
(photo by genesis barraza)

Let's Break it
Down

Burges High School,
El Paso, Texas
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GAPTION WRITING
MUST DO

Keep these considerations in mind when you write any caption.
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Caption Writing -

*Be a journalist. Take notes when covering events and
speak to people in person to gather information.

* Keep captions factual to what Is actually happening.
Avoid interpreting what you think i1s happening.

e Include the five Ws and H.
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Caption Writing -

Use complete sentences In a variety of sentence
patterns.

* Write the caption as soon as possible after the
photo is taken.

* Each caption on a spread should begin differently
(use a variety of caption lead techniques).
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GAPTION WRITING
AVOID ThiS




Caption Writing -

* Do not rely on social media to seek out information
after an event occurred.

* Do not state the obvious. “Duh!” captions are weak.

* Do not use label leads (girls’ basketball, swimmers,
players etc.).

* Avoid beginning with names.
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Caption Writing -

*Don't use too many —ing verbs or to be verbs.
e Avoid jokes, clichés and opinions.

*Don't use first-person pronouns “I, me, we, our,
us.”

*Don't repeat information.
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Caption Writing -

* Avoid the following phrases:
 “During..."
* “Pictured above"
* “From left to right” (This is obvious since this is how we read.)
 “Seems/attempts to..."
* “This year”
* “Name of your school”
* “Many, some, most, few"

* You can even create a word cemetery in your staff room and “bury” these
phrases for good.
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Caption Writing -

CAPITALIZATION: Consider using your headline style

(ALL-CAPS, SMALL-CAPS or all-lower case and
sentence-style)

ARRANGEMENT: Always try to place your caption next to the
photo you are describing or as close you possibly can.
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LAPTION
JESIGN

Captions need to be designed with color and time,
but keep the look consistent.
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Caption Design -

Use the same principles from headline design —
they are a design element — not an afterthought.
TYPOGRAPHY: Use a font from your headline style.

COLOR: Shades of gray and color add emphasis to
key content words are often used to help
differentiate captions when clustered.
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GAPTION
DESIGN GONTROVERGY

Is there a correct way to align your captions —
Flush left? Flush right. Justified? Aligned to photo?
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GAPTION DESIGN Alignment

OPTION 1:
ALL captions

must be/
should be

FLUSH LEFT o
RAGGED
RIGHT.
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GAPTION DESIGN

Alignment

OPTION 2: an

captions on the left
of a spread must
be/should be FLUSH
RIGHT to the photo
each is describing. —
and — ALL captions
on the right of a
spread must

S ———
' ' I = ==
= g
VOLLEYBALL N
SAMPIONS NS

STATE ¢

Varsity - =
volleyball plays
Steinbrenner
Sept. 22 s

LAUNCHED OFF THE COURT, Sterfing Oeal &
(11) #ms fo tittre vl Atter fhe bail had been set
5y sefter GeorgiaLowe (12), O'Neal jumpzc fo
it In ner posifion e miadie attack, “This game
‘was & very difficulf game as 1t was against ane of
ourvals, Stenbranner. And even inougn we lost
ne game f brougnt us closer fogetner s & feam
ana gave us the conficence to hapetully beat mem
when'we see nam In fne post sesson.” sald O'Nes!.

W his season cur biggest
strength was definitely our
ability o pley as a team and play
for 2ach other. We all wanted
fo win just as much as anyone
onour team. Our defense was
just as strong as cur offense so
everything just clicked. Even cn
our off days we had the mental
capacity fo play smert and put
the ball in strategic places.
Jennifer Rayburn {10)

“My favcrite game this season
was the Lyman game because
that was the most compatitive
feamwe played all year. | had
&n opporunity fo come non the
third set and bring us back fowin
that set. Overall this season was
abig help. not cnly for my game,
but the team came fogether and
has an amazing chemistry. As a
feam | think we coud improve on
having more fun and not putting
onalotof pressure to win”
Quinn Morrissey (9)

“Overall | thik we had a
strong season. It was very hectic
with Covid going on but we were
very happy that we were sble to
et a saason in without the feam

i 1 think we

practiced alot andmade it to
state semifinals, and | became
really close with everyone on the
team o | had a really gocd fime.
There were lot less games, and
we had fo partake in a bunch of
safety measures. We had a lot
of ups and downs, especially
with players getting quarantined,
but we all pulled our weight and
supparted each other, and we
had a really fun and successful
year. One of the feam's biggest
strengths was that we had some
new back raw players jon the
feam. 50 cur defense was super
strang, and we are all super
clase as a team 5o it was easy
1o work fogether * Abby Larkin
(1)

“The past season was my
favorite season ve played at
Plant! The team played really
well, andwe finished with a
reallyimpressive record. Our
practices were really fun and
1 laved everyone on the feamt
We were always worried
about getting shut down. Most
players, includingmyself, had
fo take time off from practice

Could have improved an coming
fogether asafeam” Sophia
Kofsovolos (11)

“Ihad a lot of fun this past
sasson. It was a fough year
becauss of Corcna, but we

got quarantined and
that was hard on the feam.

Our fan section at games was
alsolimited, sothat was a little
disappointing for home games.
I just glad we had a season at
all. Mackenzie Nichols (11)

ON=FEET

Georgia Lowe (12) discusses her oot injury.
g m s et

Qat plantar 18scins Iy hes| sng siso
sained som tendons 1 mirtost putting
m on ouiches fur s couple waeks ard
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saie crampiorehp f Safntiely made
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playing for mytesmwnich | Lsed fo take
fur grantec becsuse | nevar realy nad
Experiencea an injury ke et ™

beach vs.indoor

JVvolleyball decides between indoor
volleyball and beach volleyball

b/should be FLUSH
LEFT to the photo
each is describing.

- ] : —— POSITIONED
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Girls JV Volleyball plays against Berkeley Sept. 14 - : 3 ™ - ;=;;‘,mgm§, 0 (]
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nerself reacy to pass fhe 4 ARMS LOCKED WITH HER TEAMMATES. tne court aiongwiin it lf aiso Just s lot of fun ana
ball. Tnis wes stter ne ; Lily Frierson (11) stsnds centeraa naving smpler rules. |l wnaf | sm more useato.”
team hod just ot a point ’ . Ce ceiebratory point hucdle. F Who w: also ust ke tnat i< af § Westly Farrior (10)

S thebesch, which Isa
moee fun envirorerent
{ F ¢ c men ncoors.” Andie
Best. we kepi onpushing S - 4 i - an Danner (8)
roiugn sna dd our ¥ -
filne end ot ine geme”

Morrissey sald

e

“Plying Berkeley was alweys & challenge for us
because thelr JV was aiso stacked with talent.

Wea ended up beafing tnem In e Berkeley
fournement which was a huge win for us, but I
w2 3 super fight ana competiive game thewhale
wat frougn. 1fwas really fun beating inem in their
awn fournament tter losing fa inem earller In e
season” Madeline Maney (10)

VOLLEYBALL VOLLEYBALL
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GAPTION DESIGN Alignment

OPTION 3: Either option is acceptable.

MAKERS

SEMINOLE CONNECT STUDENTS STRUGELE THROUGH
LABS. ARTS. HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES AT HOME

T0 FAGE-TO-FAGE

g

. .. E
EHEATNE. " g b |
a =,

s

CONNECT STUDENTS SPEND EXTRA MONEY ON SUPPLES
-
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GAPTION DESIGN

Alignment

OPTION 1

ALL captions
must be/
should be

The same
width.

BRING THAT
BRONCO SPIRIT

Students support teams through distance, masks

In spitc of the pandeanic and restrictions on
school cvents, Friday night foodball games
remained a spirit-filled routine, At the Red

Out game against Eaton High School on

Oct, 2, 2020, studcnes filled the blcachers

in anticipation of the game. Scnior Grace
Richardsan joined the crowd in preparation for
the Varsity football game.

“At the Red Out game, my Fricnds and | went
and joined in with cveryone in the stands to
cheer for our team,” Richarson said, “My
fricads and I like 0 go and gt really into
things.”

Richardson cnjoyed the opportunity to dress
up for football games and indulge in the spirit
wecks as part of the festivitics before games.

“Ulike school spirit, | think it is fun to get into
the dress up-days,” Richardson said, “Although
this year cverything seems cut short, and |
understand why but | kinda wish we had a bit
more passion going into it, but there is sill a lot

Smeihang g happems 2 the g

i cnche e sueninn of Asre

W, 12 I v e Rt O e
v aly

of fun to have this year”

Senior Haley Brown fiequented the football
games this scason but noticed differences in the
student morale in the stands.

“I'he school spirit definitcly changed this year
becausc 1o many things have changed. 1t was
hard for cverything (0 be normal, have school

spirit, and be positive,” Brown said. “Ihe
excitement of my scnior year cncouraged
me to attend the games | could and have fun

camsidering the circumstancy

Despite the conditions of the year, students
continucd their traditional activitics in support
of the school and focused on making the best of
the time they had left.

“I was really excited for foothall season this
year because i's my kst year and my last go-
around,” Richardson said. “We just had o try
and cajoy as much as we can because it foels

like our last hurrah,” Slry by SEMBREE YERRY

i the garon,” Suewa
" Wi, “Wor s very ll s T e s e g
of car

Pr———

TUAY WE]
CHEER

What students enjoy most about chesring for
fontted games.

“Checring at the games is cxciling bocause
you arc waiching the game and having 2
good time with ricnds, T love being able to
waich people 1 know and support them.”
—Smnah Hudiestor, §

“Going 1o games was cxciting because 1 et
1o hang out and choer for people 1 don't
normally sce at school, but less people go
and we all have fo wear masks."

—Walker Salland,

*“What 1 like most about chocring at the
foothall games is the fun atmosphere it
produces, ity also fun 10 waich my fends
play on the ficld.”

—Diid Markowich,

“I cnjoy cheering at the games because it
is my last year here and so 1 want (o make
‘memorics that will last, 1 love bring able 10
spend time with my Fionds.”

—faiyHat, 2

o e
ands n The A
A the idbal s e

Carsces Kfingunan, 12, caives s it
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GAPTION DESIGN

Alignment

OPTION 2:
Captions can
be as wide as
the design

needs them to
be.

Usually aligned
to photo width.

£ EVERYTHING

SUCCESSFUL

;
-Bianca
odrigl

A Sweat Knight 1n the student section, sencr Page
Kright and Madissn Gadet hokts hands during the game.
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2020 homecoming  his family safe. Involvement in school satistying for pecpie.” Matt
court. each “It feit bee the safest events and activities has \ said. “Then, | remember |
contestant standing - option.” Matt sakd. With my  made Matt a name for was eating dinner when |
centter fld mom Going 1heough what imeall, often i & crowd of in FRPICE OF CLUBS: ot FaceTime from Jordyn
Shemmariog In the sTacium  $he's Going theough It wad  front of ane, But In times ke Breland and she's yelling
lights. The winners are Better for ma tobe at home. | those R is easy tofeetalone. T Matt you wenl™
handed their crowns, sashes,  can help take care of her” "I made a joke about & ane Matt's homecoming win
and flowers, all except one. Senior Jordyn Beoland. time to my friendis” Matt N shows how even when
Senior Matt Camaigan close rlend of Matt's. said “twas cool because LT sepacated, people can
decided 10 take hs final year  nominated and campaigned  when you're not asking for it |, band together to uplt
criine after his mother was [ him during homecoming.  of campaigning that mesns ) one another. Whether
laboled extromety high- Matt won easly, with an people thought BbOUtYou™ L Vetuelof n-person the
risk Matt is nocmally seen  cutpouring of support for After weeks of nominating pecple are what make
at school events. games. hm and his famiy. and tatying votes the schost memoratie
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SWEETHEART:

he aenouncers call 10 fecene their award, that he made the neminee
thewinners of the  dedicating his yoar to keep  fist was awesome.”

Finow ot least you'll get
the game to be & lot moce

Homecoming Game 039
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NOW, IT'S
YOUR TURN

Practice writing great captions with your staff.




MUSICAL CHAIRS
« Juniors Jessica Peterson (left) and Mary Lopez (right)
* Participate in blindfolded musical chairs at the first pep rally of the year

* It was 97 degrees outside and two people suffered from heat
exhaustion

 This was a competition between the classes
» Occurred on Sept. 6

» “I'couldn’t see so I sat really quickly on someone and when | looked, it ¥

was Mary [my best friend], so it was the perfect person to sit on. It just
stunk | was still out,” Peterson said.

» “The music ended so quickly. | just sat as quickly as | could. | thought it
was so funny that Jessica ended up on my lap," Lopez said.

» The seniors won this event.
NOW, USE THE ABCDs to write a caption.



Switch your caption with a partner and use this checklist:
__(A) Makes a creative caption/photo connection (Attention getter)

__ (B) Present tense sentence identifies everyone in photo and describes what is happening in each photo.

(Basic info)
(C) Past tense sentence takes reader beyond moment of photos. (Complimentary info)

__ (D) Quotes are interesting and not just facts. (Direct quote)

__ Caption is factual.

__Avoids editorializing, school name, and terms like: this year, apparently, seemingly.
__ Written in third person (no you, us, we, our).

__In active, not passive voice verb.

__ Spelling, grammar and punctuation are correct.

__Doesn'’t begin with name or —ing word.

__ Overall caption is positive and interesting.



GREAT CAPTIONS
TARE TIWE AND Ehrlkl




simple Approach
to Great Gaptions

with
Renee Burke
a Walsworth

Yearbooks
video resource
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= THANK
YOU

Write Captions Right
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